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Tommy Schroeder’s
Kingbird

by Mike Busam

Tommy Schroeder and his mom were
merely out looking for afew photogenic Red-
winged Blackbirdsthat day. It was July 1 and
judging day for 4-H projects at the Butler County
Fair wasfast approaching. Thirteen-year-old
Tommy was working on a Birds of Ohio project
for 4-H, and Red-winged Blackbird was still on
hislist. Thusfar, he’' d found Red-wingsto be
uncooperative subjects, and he hoped today
would bedifferent. Tommy and hismother Diana
weredriving along Morganthaller Road, near their
homein St. Clair Township, eyes peeled for a
cooperative Red-winged Blackbird. Asthey were
checkingout thefieldsalong M organthaller, they
noticed abird sitting by itself atop a short fence,
just afew feet off the narrow road. They drove
up alongside the bird and were surprised it didn’t
fly away. Tommy snapped afew pictureswith his
35 mm camera and they had them developed the
next day.

On July 10 Tommy and his mom and dad
came out to aCincinnati Audubon field trip | was
leading at the Voice of America. | had been
swapping emailswith Di about local birding spots
where Tommy might go to get some good
photographs. When | got there, with just moments
to spare before the trip began, Di handed me a
photograph and asked me to identify the bird. To
my eyes, the bird on the fence was a Western
Kingbird. | also figured it was a photo they’d
taken while on vacation out west—it wasclearly
not alocal kingbird. | was stunned to hear it was
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taken lessthan five minutesfromtheir housein
Butler County. “But we haven't seenit since July
6,” Di said. Thefield trip was starting, and Di
said she' d give me directionsto the site when the
trip ended, but she and Tommy and her husband
had to leave early that night to pick up Tommy’s
sister. We exchanged phone numbers and shetold
me she’ d give me directions the next day,
Thursday.

When you have childrenin4-H andit’s
Fair time, you' re busier than aWilson’ s Phalarope
on afly-covered mudflat. Dueto the Schroeder’s
various 4-H and Fair commitments, Di and |
weren't ableto get in contact until Saturday, July
13. All during that time | waslooking at the
photo, wondering if the bird was still there, but
with noideawhereit actually was! | couldn’t
very well post the photo and then admit to local
birdersthat all | knew was*“it's somewherein
Butler County, St. Clair Township...l think...It
was sitting on afence alongside aroad. Hope
that helps.”

continued on page 6
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October Field Trip

On Saturday and Sunday, October 26
and 27, Darlena Graham will lead afield trip at
Jasper-Pulaski WildlifeArea, innorthernindiana,
towatch Sandhill Cranes, migrant waterfowl, and
other fall migrantsand winter residents. Jasper-
Pulaski annually attractstensof thousandsof
migrant Sandhills. In 1999, they werejoined by
an adult male Common Crane, its Sandhill Crane
mate, and their two hybrid offspring. Perhaps
we' |l find something equally rarethisyear.

Thetentative plan will be to meet at the
Jasper-Pulaski headquarters, and then move on to
nearby Kankakee to search for waterfowl. We'll
return to Jasper-Pulaski later inthe afternoon,
after the marsh has been closed to hunters, to
walk themarshtrail. Theninlateafternoon, we'll
go to the observation tower to watch the
Sandhillsstreaminfromthesurrounding areas
until dusk. Thisis aspectacle which should not be
missed. Wewill return there again before dawn
Sunday morning, andwatchwhilethe Sandhills
mass before moving out to forage for the day.
Then we'll hit some other spots on the return trip.

October Best Bird Contest

Paul’ smonthly prizeswill gotothebirders
who seethelast hummingbird and thefirst junco
of the year. The basic rules are the same as
always: you must seethe bird in the Greater
Cincinnati area, you must be present at the
meeting to claim your prize, and Paul can change
the ruleswhenever he wantsto.
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Wewill meet at refuge headquarters at
12:30 p.m. (Cincinnati time), to allow for the
250-miledrive. Takel-74 to Indianapolis. When
it merges with 1-465, stay with 1-74 asit circles
west and then north around Indianapolis. When
the two split, take 1-475 North to 1-65 North,
headingtowardsChicago. After passing L af ayette,
exit at U.S. 421 North. After another 40 miles,
shortly after passingthetiny townof Medaryville,
turn left onto Indiana 143, and watch for the
refuge entrance on your right. Wewill meet at the
refuge headquarters, not at the observation area.

Thereisprimitivecampingavailableonthe
refuge, but motelsin the small towns near the
refuge are scarce. Your best bet may be to make
reservations at L afayette. Check with AAA or
your favoriteinternet search enginefor motels.
Sincethe dayswill be getting short, we won't
plan to break for ameal on Saturday until dark,
so bring plenty of snacksto tide you over.

Welcome New Members

Several new membershavejoined since
last spring. Welcometo Win Ahrens, Libby
Bassett, Eileen Kruer, WandaNichols, Jim Perry,
Tommy Schroeder, and Sarah Shell. We hope to
seeyou at several of our field trips and programs
thisyear.

Hotline Signup

There sdtill timeleft (barely - no later
than October 15) to get your name on the
telephonehotlinelist for thisyear. Call Jay
Stenger at 522-8147 (work) or 522-4245 (home)
to sign up. Remember that you must sign up
every year, youwon't beautomatically continued
from last year. And also remember that if you do
sign up, you are promissing to call the person
behind you on the list, whenever you get acall.



October 2002

October Program

Usingadigital slideprogram, Columbus
naturalist and birder Joe Hammond will sharetales
of hisrecent trip to Israel. In addition to birds,
many aspectsof theregion’ snatural and cultural
history will be discussed. Joe isamember of the
Columbus Audubon Avid Birders, and hasbeen a
co-leader of field trips since January 1998. Heis
the Design Manager for The Ohio Cardinal, a
position he has held since May of 1999. He has
published articlesabout birdsand birdingin The
Ohio Cardina and The Bobolink, and bird
photographsin The Ohio Cardinal and The
Columbus Dispatch. Joeis aco-author of the
popular and just published Ohio Bird Records
Committee Checklist of Birds of Ohio. Hewas
InterpretiveNaturalist at HighbanksM P, Franklin
County Metro Parks from July 1998 - April
2002. In April 2002, Joe was a seminar speaker
andfieldtrip guideat L ongaberger Bird Watching
Weekend here in Ohio. He taught a course on
Natural History of Floridaat Grand Valley State
University inMay, 2001, and maintainsanatural
history related website on the internet. Joe has
traveled throughout North Americaaswell as
CostaRicaand Isragl.

We will be back to our usual schedule of
thethird Thursday of the month. So this month,
the meeting will be October 17, at 7:00 p.m., at
the Sharon Woodsvisitor center.

Futureprograms:

November - Maslowski presentation.
December - no program.

January - members' bird slides.
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Hummer/Bird Study Group

by Ted Ellis

Judy and | had been looking forward to
visiting the Hummer Group banding siteat Ft.
Morgan, Mobile Bay, Alabamaever sincewe
joined at theMidwest Birding Symposiumin
1998.Wefinaly got therein April 2002.and it
was well worth the wait! In atwo week period
64 species numbering 1864 birds were banded.
Nearly 5000visitorsincluding school children
from five southern Stateswereintroduced to the
wonderful world of birds. Bob and Martha
Sargent along with anumber of volunteers
includingWildlifeBiologistMary Gustaf son of the
BirdBanding L aboratory inLaurel, Md patiently
explained the purpose of the operation. Visitors
were allowed to release the banded birds and
given the opportunity to adopt the released bird.
They then received a Certificate of Merit witha
polaroid picture. Judy chosean Indigo Bunting
and | went one better with a Painted Bunting.

The Group hasgenerated muchllittle
known dataonthelifehistoriesof hummingbirds
sinceit’ sbeginningssome 15 yearsago. Equally
important hasbeentheir educational activitiesnot
only at the banding sites but at seminars across
the country. The next Ft. Morgan banding session
will be October 12 to October 25.A membership
isnot required and there is no fee except a
nominal entrance feeto the Ft. Morgan State
Park.Nets are deployed pre-dawn and visitors are
welcome any time of day There are
accomodationsat nearby Gulf Shores. The
addressis HBSG,PO Box 250, Clay, Alabama
35048-0250, EMail HummerBSG@AOL .com
Memberships are aslittle as $15.00 for afamily
and includesaquarterly newsletter that isworth
every penny of themembershipfee.For furthur
particularsphoneor EMail theundersigned—Ted
Ellis513 755-6041 or EMail tedteddy5@aol.com
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The 2002 Gilmore Ponds
Great Egret Fish Fry & Frog Fest

by Mike Busam

They came for the water and stayed for
the food. August 2002 was a remarkable period
for Great Egrets at Gilmore Ponds. From
August through early September, therewere as
many as 60 Great Egretsin West Pond alone.
Alsoduring thistimewerethreetofour juvenile
LittleBlueHerons, and onejuvenile Snowy
Egret, the latter of which was present from
August 18 through September 2. Great Blue
Heron numberswere also high, and observers
regularly reported between 30 and 50 “Big
Blues”

In Ohio, Great Egrets breed in the
western basin of Lake Erie. The majority of
breeders are in colonieson West Sister Island in
LakeErieand Turning Point Island inthe
Sandusky Bay. (Turning Point Island can be
seen from the Jackson Street Pier and other
vantage pointsin downtown Sandusky). In 1995
there were an estimated 1,120 Great Egret nests
on West Sister, and 20 to 30 pairs of egrets on
Turning Point I sland (Bruce Peterjohn 2001,

The Birds of Ohio). Otherwise, breeding Great
Egrets are scattered around the western basin, a
pair here, apair there. There are only afew
records of breeding Great Egretsin Ohio away
fromwestern Lake Erie: Lake St. Mary’s
hosted one to two pairs from 1942 through
1944 (Peterjohn 2001). However, during the
summer of 1998, ayear in which the Mill Creek
Black-Crowned Night Heron colony was at
Gilmore Ponds, Paul Wharton and Jeff Hays
found two Great Egret nests on June 26. These
nestswere presumed destroyed along with the
rest of the heronry by weather and/or predators
between July 17 and 29, 1998. As aresult, an
extremely rare southern Ohio record for
breeding Great Egretswasnever confirmed.

To get an idea of how unusual ayear this
was for Great Egrets at Gilmore Ponds—and all of
inland Ohio, for that matter—consider that away
from Lake Erie, inland concentrations of 15 to 25
Great Egrets are considered noteworthy. (Prior to
this summer, 40 egretsin September 1998 was the
high count for Gilmore Ponds, but otherwisehigh
countsnever reached higher than 24 until this
August). Bruce Peterjohn notes that “aflock of 64
Great Egretsmigrating Over Tuscarawas County on
October 15, 1995, was the largest [inland] report
inrecent decades.” Infall 2001 theinland high
count for Ohio was 13 egrets (The Ohio Cardinal,
vol. 25, no. 1). So why were so many Great
Egretsat Gilmore Pondsthissummer?

Before we get to that, though, it should be
noted that at the regional level, as opposed to just
the state of Ohio, the Oxbow has recorded higher
Great Egret concentrationsthan any other siteinthe
Cincinnati area. The status of Great Egrets at the
Oxbow issimilar to that of Gilmore’ segretsin that
the numbers of birds reported year-to-year began
increasing in the mid- to late-1990s. Looking at the
results from a database search on Ned Keller’'s
“BirdinginCincinnati” website, late1990shigh
counts at the Oxbow ranged from 20 to 69 birds,
well abovethe maximum spring and fall records of
13 and 11 egrets, respectively, reported in David
Styer’s excellent book, Birds of The Oxbow,
publishedin 1994. Unlike Gilmore Ponds, however,
Great Egret numbers seem to peak at the Oxbow
in September, rather than August. Thisislikely due
todifferencesinseasonal water levels, abundance
of food, and other factors.

The Froggy Bottom Channels
Inthefall of 1999 four channelswere

scraped out in West Pond and afifth was dug
along the edge of North Woods. The plan was to
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create poolsto hold water through the summer
season for the benefit of plants and aquatic
animals. Though 2001 wasafairly dry summer,
continuing atrend set during the bone-dry summer
of 1999, the channelsin West Pond, particularly
the one along North Woods, held some amount
of water for the entire season.

Beginningin April 2002, aseriesof heavy
rainstriggeredfloodsal ongtheMiami-ErieCanal
and Walker’ srun, which flooded al of North
Pond and West Pond. For a number of weeks,
most of the canal dike wasimpassable without hip
waders, and after the heaviest rains, the canal
dikewasliterally dangerousto wadethrough,
period. Despite the strong drought this past
summer, the water from the April and May floods
kept West Pond filled all the way through the
summer season and into August. It seasily the
wettest year at Gilmore Ponds since 1998.

The water of 2001 and 2002 allowed a
largenumber of Bullfrogsto breed successfully.
Accordingto WayneWauligman, “ Bullfrog eggs
arelaidin July and hatch shortly thereafter.
Dependinguponfoodavailability, oxygen, and
temperature, they transform (metamorphosi ze) the
following summer. Thus, they needwater from
July of their birth to the July or later of the
following year. Thisisalso true of Green Frogs
except their larvae can surviveif the pond dries
up by burrowing into the pond bottom and
edtivatingthere.”

Hugenumbersof Bullfroglarvaewerethus
availablefor egretsand heronsthissummer—they
had their pick of last year’ s batch, which were
transformingintoyoungfrogsthissummer, aswell
asthe offspring of the adult Bullfrogswho laid
eggs this July. Asthe water in West Pond drew
down, thewater remaininginthechannelsliterally
teemed with Bullfrog larvae. Many of theselarvae
bore cuts and gashes they received from egrets
and herons. Poolsin other spots near the gravel
pit and the Gilmore Road parking lot dried out in
early August, leaving behind uncountable
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thousandsof Bullfroglarvaethrashingaroundin
hugepilesinthewet mud, sounding like giant
bowlsof RiceKrispies.

WhileBullfroglarvaeoffer foodfor egrets
and herons, abig hatch of Bullfrogsisvery bad
news for Leopard Frogs, a speciesin decline
throughout our areaand apparently absent from
Hamilton County. Adult Bullfrogsareavid
predators of Leopard Frogs.

Discriminating Egr ets say
“Make Mine Piscine’

Despitethelarge numbersof Bullfrogsat
GilmorePondsthissummer, it’ slikely that the
main course—at | east the most desired meal—for
egrets and heronswasfish. The spring floods
allowed adult carp, sunfish, and even catfish, to
maketheir way into Gilmore Pondsfrom the
canal or Walker’sRun, lay their eggs, and then
make their escape out of the Ponds before the
watersdrew down. Alongwith Bullfroglarvae,
the last puddles of water in West Pond were
filled with sunfish, carp, and to alesser extent,
catfishfry. Many of thesefish also showed signs
of having had close encounterswith egrets and
herons.

It'sabit of amystery where all thefish
come from that maketheir way into Gilmore
Ponds. Possibly, they swim from the Great Miami
River, through Pleasant Run and into the canal
during periods of high water. There might also be
enough fish that surviveyear longin East Pond,
which isan old ice pond that doesn’t dry out, or
perhaps even inthe gravel pit in the northwest
corner of the preserve, to restock West Pond
with fish when the canal floods. Such floodsallow
fish access to the Ponds. We do know that there
are large-mouthed bass and other gamefishin the
area. Wayne Wauligmanfound agood-sized
large-mouthed bass that wasimpaled on astick in
a beaver dam in Walker’s Run a few years back.
These game fish could come from private ponds
alongWalker’ sRunupstreamfrom Gilmore
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Gilmore Ponds, continued

Ponds, or perhaps they too are permanent
residentsin East Pond.

Besidesbenefitingbirds, periodsof high
water and excellent fishandfrog productivity
drastically reducethenumbersof mosguitolarvae
that hatch during the summer. After theusual
spring spike of mosguitoes, summer 2002 was
relatively mosquitofreeat GilmorePonds. Only
when West Pond drew down and most of the fish
fry and frog larvae died or were eaten, did a
couplesmall rain showerscreate suitablewet
areasfor mosquitoesto developinarelatively
predator-freeenvironment.

$S0... the lesson of summer 2002 is that if
you mix lots of water, fish, and frogs, you have
an excellent chance of enticing a“ bumper crop”
of Great Egrets, Great Blue Herons, Little Blue
Herons, and even a Snowy Egret, to spend
weeksof their fall migration at awetland like
Gilmore Ponds. But first and foremost, yagotta
havewater!

(I'd Liketo thank Wayne Wauligman for
theinformation onthelifecyclesand habitat
needs of local frog and fish species, aswell asfor
identifying Bullfroglarvaeandfishfry for me,
Charlie Saunders, and Nancy Saundersat Gilmore
Pondsthissummer. Any mistakesinthisarticle
were made by me! —Mike Busam)

Tommy Schroeder, continued

After | posted theinformation and
Tommy’ s photo on Saturday the 13th, David
Russell fromMiami University foundthebirdthe
following Monday and took photographsthat
proved it was aWestern Kingbird. In Tommy’s
photo thewhite outer tail feathersblend into the
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background, makingitdifficulttopositively identify
thekingbird. Prior to David Russell’ sphotos,
some suggested the kingbird could be a Couch’s
or Cassin’ sKingbird. OnceDavid Russell’ s
photos made the rounds, birders from around the
state descended upon St. Clair Township—some
even [gasp!] crossing south of the 1-70 “ Good
Birding” divide, provingthat every now and then
we actually find afew birdsin southwest Ohio.
(Geewhiz. Who' d athunk it?).

Tommy Schroeder’ sWesternKingbirdis
only thethird or fourth summer record for Ohio,
and alikely first record for Butler County. Of
Ohio’s50+ Western Kingbird sightings, most are
fromthe spring or fall migration periods. Thereis
one breeding record from Lucas County in 1933,
whichisthefurthest east Western Kingbirds have
ever bred (Peterjohn, The Birds of Ohio, 2001).
And it would probably have stood alone as
southwest Ohio’ sbest bird of summer and fall
2002 had it not been for a group of four pink
long-legged wadersthat arrived at Rocky Fork
Lake State Park about the time birders had their
last views of the St. Clair Township Western
Kingbird.

Tommy’s 4-H project was selected to go
to the Ohio State Fair, where he earned an
“Outstanding of theDay” award andfinishedin
thetop six, overal. Tommy hasbeen actively
birding for only afew months, but he did an
excellent job getting aphotograph of the Western
Kingbirdandthen, just asimportantly, getting the
word out about hisfind. During the timethe bird
wasaround, Tommy visited thesite numerous
times and met many of the birderswho traveled
for aglimpses of the Western Kingbird. | don’t
think anyone spent moretime observing thisbird
than Tommy Schroeder, andit’slikely he'll bea
birderforlife.
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Contributors Wanted

Passenger Pigeon by eMail The Passenger Pigeon needsyour help!
Don’'t worry, we' re not hitting you up for money.
Y ou can choose to receive your copy of Instead, we need your contributionsin the form of
the Passenger Pigeon by eMail instead of getting articles or artwork for our newsletter. Or should
apaper copy through the regular mail. Getting the we say, your newsletter. Please send your
newsletter by eMail will savetheBird Club the submissions to Ned or Kathy by the 20th of the
expenseof printing and mailing your copy, and month. If possible, we \{vould prefer thqn by eMail
you will receiveit several dayssooner than the to keller@one.net. But if that’ snot possi ble, you
paper copy would arrive. Y ou will need to have can also send them to 7899 Bridgetown Road,

the free Adobe Acrobat Reader installed on your Cleves OH 45002.
computer. If you do not already have it, afree

copy can be downloaded from http:// o
www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html. Are Your Dues Due

Tosign up for this service, send an eMail
to the editors at keller@one.net. Y ou can switch
back to a paper copy at any time.

If you haven’t sent in your dues yet for the
September 2002 - May 2003 birding year, just fill
out the form below and mail themin. If you've
already sent your dues, why not givetheformto a
birding friendwhoisn’tamember?

Bird Club Membership

Name

Address

Home Phone

eMalil

Individual $12.00 Family $15.00 Student $6.00

Makeyour check payableto Cincinnati Bird Club, and mail to:
Peg Gatch, 11 Mound Avenue, Milford, OH 45150
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Bird Club Officers

President: Treasurer: Newsletter:
Paul Wharton Peggy Gatch Ned Keller &
353-3403 831-3378 Kathy McDonald
941-6497
Field Trips: Programs:
Jeff Hays Jay Lehman
521-4477 527-4701

Recent Bird Sightings

http://w3.one.net/~keller/cincybirds/goodbird/sighting.htm
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